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January, 2016
Dear Reader,
“And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute
himself with the king’s delicate food, nor with thewine which he
drank” (Daniel 1:8).

A good diet is important for our well-being. Whaeweat impacts
our health—one of the top New Year's resolutiontigat healthy—and it
is the same with our spiritual well-being. Daniakkv the danger of what he
was facing, by sitting at the king’s banquets daityl eating the food he was
offered. He realized the danger he faced and kimavdradually he might
conform to the Babylonian system and would thiqleak, act, and stand for
what that system represented. So he drew a limesidtance by training his
appetite, for an untrained appetite is a downfadlrhany young Christians.
How important is the training of the mind and thiscipline of the will to
purpose, with the Lord’s help, to spend time in Higsence, to read and
meditate on His Word and speak to Him in prayeralf@s119). It is
impossible to live a healthy Christian life withotgeding the spirit to
nourish the soul.

It is important to have a sense of accountably tandevelop good
habits to avoid at all costs what seems so pledsaht eyes and delightful
to the flesh. If you do not do this it will rendgou very ineffective for the
cause of Christ. You must protect your mind andrybeart from the
pollution that will cause you to conform to the odty world around you.
Dear Christian, time is rushing on, the Lord wayds healthy and holy and
He provides all the resources needed, but you meedail yourself to be
trained and committed to read your Bible and pregre day so you can
grow and be used for him.

It's hard to believe this is the 1% year for Toward the Mark. |
would like to acknowledge those faithful ones whodve been a source of
help and encouragement to me: The Lord knows themral He will
reward them. Also, | want to thank all of you dearreaders for your
overwhelming response to the magazine. | trust thagou will enjoy this
issue, and please keep praying for the Lord’s blessgy on Toward the
Mark: “Even so, come Lord Jesus.”

Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
Emi S, Naithed
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, NJ 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed
www.towardthemark.org
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Quotations from Scripture are generally taken either from the
King James trandlation or the J.N. Darby trandation.



MILK
"The truth shall make you free”

In the Holy Scriptures, which are given for ourrleag, the
Spirit of God has been pleased in some cases pirenfor us
extended histories of His people. Of Abraham, afoba of
Joseph, much is recorded to instruct us as to ¢ladin)s and
discipline of God.

But of some we know little indeed, important thoubht little
is. They come into view when we are not looking tteem. In

one case it may be as a type of our Lord Jesus—Ilike

Melchizedek in Genesis 14. In another case to caaowe
valued lesson for our pathway as believers, akah df Jabez
in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10. Let us engage our thou@grts while
with this latter instance.

It is in the midst of the names of the posterityoflah that he is
introduced unexpectedly. Was he connected withttibbe of
Judah? It is probable but we cannot say. We arenfmined as
to his parents. We know not if he had a wife oamify. In his
case, as it is so often, much that we might wistkriow is
withheld. It was not necessary that mere curioshguld be
gratified. But what is briefly narrated of his braghy is full of
blessing and teaching for us all: “And Jabez wasremo
honourable than his brethren: and his mother cdlisdname
Jabez [i.e., sorrowful] saying, Because | bare With sorrow.
And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, kdt Thou
wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coastthand hine
hand might be with me, and that Thou wouldest kaepfrom
evil, that it may not grieve me! And God grantechithat which
he requested.”

Jabez is “the sorrowful one.” He may bring to duwughts this
present world of men, for, “Man that is born of aman is of
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few days and full of trouble.” In pain and sorrow is brought
into the world and in pain and sorrow he pursues vkay
through it. “Every man at his best state is altbgetvanity,”
said the Palmist. “For all his days are sorrows hisdtravail
grief, yea his heart taketh not rest in the nigfitis is also
vanity.” So cried Solomon in Ecclesiastes, the badkch has
been described as: “The funeral dirge of a deaddwaith its
greatest prince as chiefest mourner.” The wisesmeh had
tested—had weighed in the balances—everything uthdesun
and had written “WANTING” on all.

He had proved what had been stated in Eden ofootdit first

mother, Eve, and to our first father, Adam. Sorkeas to be the
portion of each and all outside of Paradise. Therthe first

mention of sorrow. The last mention is found in Ration

21:4, where of the eternal state of happiness inctwithe

redeemed are found it is said, “And God shall wapeay all

tears from their eyes; and there shall be no meeghdneither
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any nmam: for the
former things are passed away.” Tears, death, worcoying,

pain—what an epitome of the conditions which prgvhbugh

men seek to hide the truth and ignore the factseadéavour to
be happy apart from God.

Blessed indeed are those who have seen a lighteabwy
brightness of the sun and who know also that allearthe sun
is made to work together for their good.

It is to God—the God of Israel—that the sorrowfabdz turns.
“The God of Israel” is the One known in relatiorshand
blessing. Crippled Jacob had clung in faith to @ree who had
wrestled with and crippled him. Crippled Jacob mee&linging
Jacob, and clinging Jacob became conquering Jécubthere
at Peniel he “had power...and prevailed, he wept, made
supplication” and so he obtained the name Israkichvmeans
“A prince with God,” and was blessed. To Him whalteared
for and blessed Jacob thus, Jabez made his supplic@ut of
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affliction we may raise the cry of earnest needHimn who
hears prayer, and who delights to be put in remanda. The
Scripture says “Is any among you afflicted? Let piray.”

For us in these glad Christian days the fulleselaion has
been given. The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirgt arade
known. We “call on the Father.” Through Christ “virave
access by one Spirit unto the Father.” And askicapading to
His Will, we know that He hears us.

We may examine the details of the prayer of thisosdful one,
and we shall find applications which suit ourselves

1. “Oh! that Thou wouldest bless me indeed.” Hea tab
dependence upon the God of Israel and his need isf
intervention in blessing. Jehovah, the God of Isrhad
promised to bless His people and Jabez comes vugticldim
for a fulfilment of it in his own particular cas@/e Christians
have been fully endowed. We are blessed with alitsal
blessings in the heavenly places in Christ. Butievall is ours
we need the eyes of our hearts opened to knowrdazlth, and
length, and depth and height of it all. Shall w& asrselves
whether we make the prayers of the Apostle Palbinesians 1
and 3 our prayers? We should do so.

2. "And enlarge my coast.” He wished for a greaetent of
territory—for more of the land on which God’s eyested from
one year’s end to the other. It may be that thexe much yet to
be possessed—that he had not put his foot uporpahton

assigned to him and that he was setting out tor een what
was his in title and to do battle in order thatrhight “possess
his possessions.” This should be our attitude atidra We are
in danger ever of being content with that to whigh have
attained instead of energetically pressing forwardppropriate
all that is ours.

3. “And that Thine hand might be with me.” He lodder the
guidance and support of Him who had made Himsedfaknto
him. He had learned his need of divine succour thedefore
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petitions for the aid of the God of Israel, in ttawhich he was
putting his hand.

And happy are we in knowing that the Hand outskedcfor
our blessing is Almighty, that there is always suwgcfor us
from on high and grace for seasonable help. So &audd say
when all human aid failed, “Nevertheless the Lambd by me
and strengthened me.” Has not our Lord said powegiven
unto Me in heaven and in earth . . . and lo, | aitih wou
alway.” So we may draw again and again upon His
inexhaustible resources.

4. “And that Thou wouldest keep me from evil thamiay not
grieve me.” He longs that deliverance might be wgigudor him

or a shelter put about him, so that he, the soubarie—might
be without sorrow on account of evil. What gracevith our
God and Father, grace that can clear us as toisir tdotting
them out for ever, and can so command and contool o
circumstances that they shall become a sourcead,gnd that
the valley of tears may become a wellspring of esthprofit;
the sorrow being turned to singing as we journegugh it.

How simple the added words! “And God granted himatth
which he requested.” Or as another translationthaand God
brought about that which he had requested.” Evergtivas so
ordered that the end desired was accomplished.

One is reminded of Psalm 37:5: “Commit thy way untothe
Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.” He
will act in the way which is best for our well-beiry. He will
put into action that which will effect His own thoughts of
good on our behalf.

What encouragement to prayer and confidence we havie
these two verses, written that we “through comfortand
encouragement of the Scriptures” may repose our trst in
our God, who is the Father of mercies and the Godfall
encouragement.

I. Fleming



"Sanctify them by the truth”

LORD AND CHRIST!

Genesis 41:37-40; Matthew 12:15-21; Acts 2:33-36; 1
Corinthians 1:1-3; 2 Corinthians 1:19-22

I would like us to consider the Headship and Longsti Christ
that we may find, first the blessing secured fer $hints of God
in Him who is raised from among the dead and gkxfifat
God’s right hand; then, as the result of our bdilegsed in Him
as Head, the obligation, as well as the greatlpgei of being
subject to Him as our Lord.

We may well give special attention to these twoutids in
these last days of the church’s history on eartherwin her
responsibility she has very apparently failed. Waywell give
thanks to God that in these days of weakness ahdefahe
same grace and guidance are available for us, #seirarly
days of the church. Thus a way is open for the aoreer; that
is, for any who will avail themselves of the grageen, to
enjoy the blessings and answer to the obligations.

When you read the verses in Genesis 41 you woage in
Josepltypically what we haveeally in Christ. As with the Lord
Jesus, so it was with Joseph, humiliation and tieje@receded
exaltation. Joseph came, as sent by his fatheenduiire as to
the welfare of his brethren, but was met by thairéd and sold
by them into Egypt.The Spirit of God records that with
Joseph three things went down into Egypt, spicesabm, and
myrrh. We see the beauty of this only as we view by fHiittm
who is greater than Josephhe spiceswould surely tell us of
the fragrance of the perfect life of the Lord Jests did always
the things that pleased the Father and which coeldully
appreciated only by the Fathéhe balm would set forth the
healing power and grace offered to man and availabl
everyone in need’he myrrh would set forth the sorrow which
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was ever His portion down here as the “Man of sesfoin a

world of sin and grief. Thus, in the type, we deat tif Joseph is
sent into Egypt the blessing must go with him. Urhtis

brethren come to where he is, their history is ohtilure and

famine.

Our thoughts revert to Matthew 23:38-39, where we the
Lord Jesus rejected by His earthly people, leavivggtemple
for the last time, and we hear Him saying, “Behgddir house
is left unto you desolate; for | say unto you, Yelsnot see me
henceforth till ye shall say, Blessed is He thateth in the
name of the Lord.” In the passage we read, in enal?, the
Pharisees were counselling to destroy Him, while Himself

(now in seclusion) was still going on with His werlof

goodness, and God was inviting those who had eadnsdr and
anointed eyes, to behold the beauty of His Seniantyhom

His soul delighted.

The passage from Isaiah 42 quoted in Matthew 12eslavith
the words, “In Him shall the Gentiles trust.” Inrge 37 of our
chapter in Genesis we read, “The thing was godtiereyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants.” Thesesmshow
that our hearts are to be engaged with Him whoevas God'’s
delight, and that the One who was rejected andifedchere,
has been made Lord and Christ. To Joseph, Phadubsses
the words, “Thou shalt be over my house and acogrth thy
word shall all my people regulate themselves.” phsgas not
only a dreamer of dreams, he was also the intenpoétdreams
and the fulfiller of them.

| have thought that the words “Thou shalt be ovegrhnouse”
might be considered in the light of the truth brioulgefore us in
2 Corinthians. Our hearts are there set at resugtr being
engaged with the Son of God, Jesus Christ, in wiadinthe
promises of God are eternally verified.

In Psalm 36 we read, “They shall be abundantlysBatl with
the fatness of Thy house; and Thou shalt make tthenk of
the river of Thy pleasures.” Through the work oflemption
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accomplished on the Cross, God can now bless maording

to His own purpose and grace. Christ’s place indlbey is the

pattern and pledge to all who put their trust imHOf course
we must always bear in mind that in all things Hestmhave
pre-eminence. The Spirit of God who indwells eaeheber is

the anointing, the seal, and the earnest of allbbessings. In
Ephesians 3 we find the apostle saying, “Unto me wam less
than the least of all saints is this grace givext tishould preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Chiite

Gospel of the Glory, then, as committed to Pauhds before
us in a special way God’s thoughts of blessing dthrwho

believe on His Son during this present day of gr&=dievers
are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heaygplhces in
Christ.

The Headship of Christ is viewed in various aspects

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 1:10, 22;
Colossians 1:18; 2:10. The prominent thought seems be

derivation. If it be the saints today, or the redemed

creation in the coming day, all are to derive fromand take
character from Him who is Head. But if through soveeign

grace all our blessings are eternally secured in ouisen and

exalted Head, there are also present obligations sgng

upon us as the result of thesblessings being ours.

This brings us to the second part of our verse emaSis 41,
“According to thy word shall all my people be rufetlay we
not apply these words to the main teaching of lir@lmans,
where we have the Lordship of Christ prominentlypught
before us? The world has expressed its thoughhefSon of
God in the words, “Away with Him, crucify Him.” Gollas
given His answer to this in making Him Lord and iShrWe
find it stated in Acts 10:36. “He is Lord of allT’his is not yet
publicly manifested.

We may briefly consider the Lordship of Christ in a
threefold aspect. First, in relation to believersndividually,
as in 1 Corinthians 6: “Ye are not your own forare bought
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with a price: therefore glorify God in your bodyl'he body is
for the Lord and the Lord for the body. We do wellpause
here and challenge ourselves in this manner, dd.tird Jesus,
the One whom the world refuses, the One into whumeds
God has committed all things, controlling and gogdime in

every detail of my life?” His claims upon us araigis of love.
May we ever say from the heart, “Lord we are Thiiby

claims we own.”

Secondly, we have the collective sphewehere His Lordship is
to be maintained in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14. Ingreat house
of profession, we see everywhere human organizatidnile

the Lord’s name is professed, God’s word, and tiamel order

set forth therein, are ignored or refused. Is thdren a
possibility of yielding to Him His rights in thisolective way?
Surely there is. The instructions given in 1 Cdnans 12 are
obligatory on us today in spite of the outward ko=avn of the
church. This was surely anticipated by the LordiSeshen He
promised that “Where two or three are gatheredthagen My

name there am | in the midst of them.” If there hasen failure,
and if there is but little strength, surely thesestill an open
door for faithfulness.The new cart, setting forth human

arrangement, might be tolerated amongst the Philigtes,

but not amongst the people of God. See 1 Samuel 6ahd 2

Samuel 6:3-7.

Finally, the full extent of the Lordship of Christ will be

manifested when He shall have put down all rule, ah
authority, and power, and shall deliver up the kinglom of

God, even the Father, that God may be all in all,awe see in
1 Corinthians 15. May it be ours through grace, wHhe

waiting for His coming, to be rejoicing in the blesings He
has won for us, and gladly owning His claims uponaiin

every sphere, saying from our hearts:—

“Thee we reverence, Thee obey,
Own Thee Lord and Christ alway.”
R. Nelson



"Exercise thyself unto piety”

A word of encouragement to Sunday School Workers ahto
those who work among the younger generation!

Everyone who takes up any service for the Lord bughbe

able to give some reason why he serves Him. Letsayeat

once that no service save that which flows fromdbestraint
of love—the love of Christ—can possibly be accelgdb the

Lord. But because He has loved us, we do love Hinda love

delights to serve. Love, then, must be our motimeything

short of this is utterly unworthy. And if we arenstrained by
the love of Christ we shall serve Him for His saltene. “Ye

serve the Lord Christ.” Fellow-workers, we needhtve this
ever in mind. We are so apt to serve before ottierslo our
work in order to gain their approval. When thighe case the
quality of the service is very poor indeed. Butiifthe Sunday
School class, or the weeknight service, we servander the
eye of the One who reads the heart and knows ttidenhi
motives we shall take care that the ointment of semwvice is
free from the flies that give it an ill odour.

There are men today who preach to thousands. Titeeynach
before the public eye; their names have become ehols
words, and they seem to be used of God in widedsksssing.
But your service is hidden and unostentatious. yoa ever
tempted to envy these servants who have a grea¢h&nvy
them not. Keep in mind that you serve the Lord §&hte is
taking note of every bit of true service done tanHiln His
well-adjusted balances all service is weighed, ldadknows its
true value. Everything you ever did for Him has gawown to
your credit in His book. You shall have your rec@mge—He
will speak words of approval which you will treasun your
heart and memory for ever. How blessed to have atéflao
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tender and gracious! May we be satisfied with His
commendation. Those who are praised of men haverdveard
now; may we be content to wait for ours.

Now service amongst the young is pre-eminently akwaf
faith and labour of love. Patience of hope, to@aled for. You
need these three Christian graces very much dexelopyour
soul. It is a work of faith—you cannot count upamything in
the children, your faith must be in the Lord. Itshbe a labour
of love, because the children are tiresome somstirard if
love is not at the back of it, you will grow weadrythe service.
There must be the patience of hope, because yduftoward
to the result of what you are doing.

Secondly:The material that we have to work witbhildren are,
in the first place, empty vessels. Now, grown-upge are not
empty, they are full of their own notions, and vemsil satisfied
with themselves. But with children it is not so.ejhare empty,
and it is our blessed privilege to fill them. Thiok the water
pots in the second chapter of John. You remembaeat \tire
Lord Jesus Christ said to the servants, “Fill treten pots with
water.” They obeyed to the letter. There was a Sel@s
enthusiasm about therfgr they filled them to the brimWhat
did they fill them with? That which the Lord woutdrn into
wine. It is your business also to fill the watetgpto the brim.
Fill them with that which the Lord can turn intonei.

| have heard it said that it is useless to teacifdrem the
Scriptures. It is all a dead letter to them, saaséthwise folks.
My answer is, Paul said to Timothy, “From a chitcbd hast
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to mdikeetwise
unto salvation.” Your business is to fill the cliéd with the
water of the Word—the blessed truths of the gospehieh the
Lord can turn into the wine of salvation. We maysiiee that if
we do not fill the children someone else will. THevil is
looking out for water pots, and he will fill themtiv the poison
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of infidelity and sensualism, which will kill andedtroy. Let it
be ours to fill them with the water of the Word.

We shall not be able to fill them with water unlegs are first
filled with the water of the Word ourselves. If wead trashy
literature, we must not be surprised if our chikdtern to folly.

You know better than to do that. You feed your sgubn the
precious Word of God. Alas, there are those whe tax the
service amongst children who feed their souls upogre

garbage. No wonder if the children grow up for wnerld and

the devil. Read, by all means. Read anything thathelp you
in your service, but feed upon the sacred Scripfuaiad make
the Bible your chosen book. And do not forget that must
also be in personal contact with the blessed Lofdyhom the
Scriptures speak. If any man thirst, let him coméouMe and
drink.” Let us, then, be like the servants of Jéhrwho filled

the pots to the brim and then brought them to Jasescannot
change the water into wine, nor could they. We naastvhat

they did—we must bring them to Jesus; and that Sstteges
prayer. Oh, beloved fellow laborers, we shall netsbiccessful
unless we are found in dependence and prayer bidfore

We have to remember that the children are not onlyempty,
but they are every bit as much dead towards God agown-
up sinners. You will find it very instructive to search out in
your Bible all the cases of children raised from te dead.
Study them well, and they will yield you much profi.
Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, put his hand to thisvork.
Elisha said to him, “Take my staff and lay it on the face of
the child.” Ah, but Gehazi had not the spirit for this. He was
a self-centred and an ambitious man. We can well
understand his pride as he walked off with Elisha'sstaff—
the staff that had smitten Jordan, and divided thewaters—
that mighty staff which had done such wonders! It vas in
his possession now! Doubtless he imagined he wasngoto
do great things with it as he laid it on the face fothe dead
child! But there was neither voice nor hearing. ISt possible
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for us to take the Word of God—that which is mighty to
give life—and use it without effect, so that theres neither
voice nor hearing?It is possible. If the staff is to be of any
use we must be in touch with the One in whom is &f and
power. God grant that we may not be powerless, like
Gehazi!

Elisha was very different, and he acted in quitetlaer way. He
laid himself on the child, and walked about the deowand
prayed to God. His every movement denoted the sitieof his
exercise, the earnestness with which he soughtifthef the
child and his dependence upon God. It will be vietl us to
learn the lessons, for these things are recordétsinVord for
our learning.

The third point shall beThe spirit in which we serv&he one
who deals with children must be like his Lord if lseto be
successful. There was Peter, he could stand uphemday of
Pentecost and preach so that 3,000 souls were tedydut
Peter, in earlier days, had driven the childrenyafsam Jesus.
We must be very careful that there is nothing inoudrive them
away. They doubtless shrank in fear from the dissipbut can
you not imagine how eagerly they would run to théstretched
arms of the Savior? Do you think the children wafeaid of
Jesus? Was there anything in Jesus to drive thdrehiaway
from Him? You know that Mark's Gospel sets the Ldebsus
before us as the true Servant, and in the tentptehave see
how He dealt with the children. He put His handsruphem,
drew them to His arms, and blessed them. They haldce in
His heart. Have the children a place in your heHrtbu are
like the Lord they will have. Then they will fegidt we love
them, and we shall seek, in dependence on the Liord,
communicate to them the blessed things that havee mes
happy—the things of Christ. The Lord grant that may be
able to do that. But we must be near to Him, fas @t the feet
of the blessed Lord that we learn and are traineddrvice.
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Lastly, let us think of The result of your service. a prestige
school headmaster once said, when he looked uporetfaces
of the boys in his school, that he felt there mighibe among
them a future prime minister—a future commander-in-
chief—a future leader of the thoughts of men. But gu can
say something better than this, as you look on thiaces of
the children. Yours may grow up to serve the Lord.Who

can tell what may come out of your class? Here malye a
soul-winner; there, one who shall be a constant cdort to

the people of God; another who, perhaps in an obsoe
place, shall shed the light of the life of Jesusnd last of all

and best of all shall shine in the glory of God foever. This
is the great and ultimate end of all our service.flwe keep
this in view, how earnestly we shall seek that athe children

may be the Lord’s. “Therefore, my beloved brethren,be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the workf the

Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is notm vain in

the Lord.”

J.T. Mawson

Search the Scriptures!

1. What is the name of the king of Tyre who seidacdogs and
craftsmen to king David?

2. What prophet mentions a voice crying in the aiteess?

3. Which apostle shaved head at Cenchrea?
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“Shall | not seek rest for thee, that it may belwsath thee?”

Matthew 8:27; Luke 7:39; 9:55, 2 Peter 3:11-12; 1ahn 3:1

In each of the five scriptures above, we have tbeds “what
manner.” Sometimes when we pick out a particulardwand
link it with other verses where the same word oscwe may
find that in the original language in which theigtures were
written, it is not the same wor@ut in the five verses quoted
above, they are the same word in each case.

It is a word used by the Holy Spirit to draw attentto the
character of a person. It has been said thawitasg to use this
word as regards the Lord Jesus, because in ourougke

expression today we are pointing out the outstantiature of
a person, whereas every feature of the Lord Jeagsmperfect
balance, for example, his kindness and love tohalte around
Him was always balanced by His faithfulness to Gadain,

“grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” We usiaityphasize
one or the other, but with Him, they were alwaysperfect
harmony with each other.

- When the disciples saw the Lord Jesus walking on ¢hsea,
they said, “What manner of man is this that even tk winds
and the sea obey Him!” Truly they wondered at such a
demonstration of His power which shewed indeed Whkowvas
as to His person, but even here He was comingetm thecause
of their plight, to strengthen their faith and &lieve them of
their danger. In our circumstances, the greaterstmese we
have of the power and glory of the person who isSavior, the
more our faith and grace will be sustained.

- In Luke chapter 7, Simon the Pharisee, referring to the
woman who was at the Lord’s feet weeping says,sThan, if
He were a prophet, would have known who and whainaaof
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woman this is that toucheth Him: for she is a sirin8imon
may have known some of her sins, and this was wgbat
outraged him, if such a person could touch the Llasls how
could he be a prophet. His self-righteous mindomdy judged
the woman, but the Lord Jesus also. How little hdemstood
the heart of Jesus! The Lord knew every one ofdires, He
soon was to bare them in His body on the tree,Hmiknew
also her repentance and her love for Himself asastshed His
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.

- In Luke 9, the Lord Jesus uses the word in reference to His
disciples as He rebuked them for wanting to brimg fown
upon those who were refusing the Lord Jesus, “Yewknot
what manner of spirit ye are off. For the Son ofnMa not
come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” @lseiples
here were quite wrong in seeking the destructiomeh who
refused the Lord Jesus because they were not agiite was,
they had been with Him for some time but had nkéaon the
same spirit as was seen so perfectly in the Loadlly$ how
often it is so with us. If we were more occupiedhathe grace
and kindness of the Lord Jesus perfectly balanaddthe truth
as seen in Him, then we would be more formed tdikigmess.

- Peter in his second epistlaises the word in regard to the
“manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy cosaton and
godliness, looking for and hasting unto the conohthe day of
God.” Peter here tells us of the tremendous ewibatswill take
place when the day of the Lord will come, whichlveiling to

an end the whole sphere of creation and usherinddly of God
and a “new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” The believer as knowing these shimgght to
walk and live in a way that is in keeping with swesrents.

- In John’s first epistle he writes to draw our attention to the
“manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon hat we
should be called the children of God.” It is impbgs for us to
fully take in this manner of love as it involvestpurpose of
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God in eternity when, “He chose us in Christ befohe
foundation of the world,'the coming into manhood of His
beloved Son, His lowly birth, His perfect life, Hissuffering

in the garden and the rejection and abuse of men, avary

and all that it meant to Him during the three hours of
darkness, then the laying down of His life in obeéince to
His Father's will, His taking His live again in resurrection

and ascension as a man to the right hand of God artde gift
of the Holy Spirit. All of this was to accomplish vhat the
Father’s love had planned for us.

Jeffrey Brett

Answersto Scripture search!

1. Hiram (2 Samuel 5:11)
2. Isaiah (40:3)
3. Paul (Acts 18:18)
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GAZING SKYWARD!

“He knows the number of the stars; He calls thelhbwltheir
names. Great is our Lord, and of great power” {Rsd7:4-5).

The darker the night, the better we can see this, &th of them
vast distances away. Some of them are hundreddlioins of

miles away. King David enjoyed gazing at them armbtey

“The Heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 1900 you

enjoy them too? How strange that some people tfigtoe out

how the starry skies came into being when the ansveund

in many places in the Bible. Here is one: “The wsr(stars)
were framed by the word of God, so that things Wlate seen
were not made of things which do appear” (Hebret8)1 The
stars came into being at God’s command!

Astronomers admit they have not been able to findrad to the
stars and are increasingly amazed at what theywbsowith

electron telescopes. They report that the galakgdcthe Milky

Way, of which our world is a very tiny part, has estimated
200 billion stars in it, and that there are at tehg5 billion

galaxies with a total number of stars so large titats

impossible for our minds to grasp the number. Yast, our
opening Bible verse tells us, God knows the exaechler of
stars, and even more amazing, He has a name foroges of
them! Actually, there is no point in trying to cdutmem, for
God himself declared, “The host of heaven cannatuebered
[by man]’” (Jeremiah 33:22). We are also told, “os@&r
differeth from another star in glory [beauty]” (lofhthians
15:41). No two are alike. What pleasure our blesSed must
have had when He stretched “out the heavens likar&in”

(Psalm 104:2).

Here is an example of how the Creator made eaclitarent

from all others. Earth’s diameter is 7,926 milesnpared with
the star Betelgeuse’s diameter of 540,000,000 raiekthe star
Aurigae’s diameter of 750,000,000 miles. Our sur86$,000
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miles in diameter, or more than 100 times Eartlve.sIf we
were to compare others within reach of telescopesyould be
astounded to discover what great differences theatGr has
made in all of them.

It has been calculated that our fastest spaceshipatveling
from Earth would take 40,000 years to reach the st&known
as Alpha Centauri, which is 26,000,000,000,000 (2llion)

miles away from us. (Even at that distance, it ishe third
brightest star in the night sky.) Yet, for all thee great
distances, which boggle the minds of astronomershée
Creator has each heavenly body under His constantage
and keeps each one in its proper orbit. Only He cdd make
them, place them in their orbits in space, and keefhem in
order.

We sing a hymn that states it so well, “Isn’t He wnderful!”
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In about 1830, a man named George Wilson killedaegment employee
when he was caught robbing the mail. Wilson wasltend sentenced to be
hanged. However, the President of the United Staétedrew Jackson, sent
Wilson a pardon. Then George Wilson did a strarjegt he refused to
accept the pardon. No one seemed to know what,teadWilson's case was
sent to the U. S. Supreme Court. Chief Justice Madlrsvrote his opinion:
“A pardon is a slip of paper, the value of whichdstermined by the
acceptance of the person to be pardoned. If iefigsed, it is no pardon.
George Wilson must be hanged.” And he was.

The cross of Christ is a revelation of God’s lowe dll people. We may do
cowardly and disappointing things and bring deep paGod’s heart, but in
the cross we see that He never gives up on us. tBomgéappened that day
on Calvary that forever makes a difference in teltionship between
people and God. Even when the love of Jesus wasvthin His face with
spitting, mocking, and cursing, it remained unbroke

The death of Christ on the cross is the pardon asisent. There on the
Cross He, because of His great love and grace, fpaithe penalty of our
sin. But before it becomes a pardon, we must acdef faith and
obedience. It is through the cross, and only thinatlhg cross that we can be
saved from sin and its consequence of eternal agpaifrom God in hell.

Here is what God, who cannot lie, says:

1. Every human is a sinner (Romans 3:23)

2. God's penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23)

3. In His great love, God has made provision for thé/ation of
sinners (Romans 5:8)

4. Each person must put his trust in the Lord JesussOho offers
free salvation for those who accept His gift ofddlRomans 10:9—
10, 13)

When the director walks onto the stage, the plagvisr. When the Lord returns in
judgment, what is the good of saying you are on gitike then, when you see the
whole natural universe melting away like a dreard aomething new coming in?
This time it will be God without disguise; somethiso overwhelming that it will
strike either irresistible love or irresistible har into every creature. It will be too
late then to choose your side. Instead, it wiltheetime when we discover which side
we really have chosen, whether we realized it lgefor not. Now, today, this
moment, is our chance to choose the right side.

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting lifeand he that believeth not the
Son SHALL NOT see life; but the wrath of God abideh on him” (John 3:36).
Have you accepted God’s pardon in Christ Jesus ttloed? If not, will you?
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